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Posted on: Monday, January 6, 2020 6:00:00 AM EST

Today is the last day to register for classes beginning on Jan. 13. If you
haven't already, register through our registration tool today!
Unsure of which courses to take?
Review outstanding graduation requirements in Degree
Completion Plan Audit.
Choose your next courses by reviewing your Degree Completion
Plan and Suggested Course Sequence Guide.
Learn more about your courses by reviewing the Course Guides.
We’re here to help you! Contact an academic advisor by calling (800) 4249595, emailing luoadvising@liberty.edu, or chatting live.

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
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Finals Grades Posted and Merry Christmas!

Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Posted on: Monday, December 16, 2019 11:30:47 PM EST

Sisters and Brothers,

It has been a delight for Brandon and I to interact with you this Fall D 2019 sub-term!
Thank you for your courage to grow both professionally and personally! Please note
that your final grades have been posted. Excellent work on successfully completing
this class!

I would also like to publicly thank Mr. Brandon Waggoner for his
excellent input, insight in feedback, and support to our class this subterm! I have no doubt you will continue to enrich students’ lives as you
continue in this important journey.
All the best and thank you again for your hard work and God bless you! Keep me
posted if I can be of any assistance as you move forward in your program.
Merry Christmas to you and yours!
Dr. Joy Mwendwa

Congratulations - Final Week of Class!
Posted on: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 12:30:00 AM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear Sisters and Brothers!
Congratulations for being a day away from the end of this class! Thank
YOU all for working hard and for pushing yourselves to grow both
professionally and personally! It has been an honor for me to interact
with all of you this semester!
"May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly
rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have
come to take refuge. " Ruth 2:12
What a delight to be part of God's story and to serve alongside Him in
helping people! Thank you for also growing as individuals as this
directly impacts how we engage our clients. Please know that you have
my support as you move along.
Also, kindly note that your final grades will be graded to the
Registrar's Office by end of next week.
Thank you again for all your hard work!!
Blessings,
Joy Mwendwa
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A Quick Reminder....
Item is not available.

Posted by: Blackboard
Administrator
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Posted on: Friday, December 6, 2019 6:00:00 AM EST

Just a quick reminder – registration closes for the Spring A/B sub-terms in
4 weeks! Register through the Course Registration Tool by Jan. 4 to begin
courses on Jan. 13. Unsure of which courses to take?
Review outstanding graduation requirements in Degree
Completion Plan Audit.
Choose your next courses by reviewing your Degree Completion
Plan and Suggested Course Sequence Guide.
Learn more about your courses by reviewing the Course Guides.
We’re here to help you! Contact an academic advisor by calling (800) 4249595 for undergraduate students, email luoadvising@liberty.edu, or chat
live

Week 7 Letter
Posted on: Monday, December 2, 2019 11:51:34 PM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear COUN Students,
Thank you again for your diligence as we wind down the
course. We are working on grading your most recently
submitted assignments.
Devotional:
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18

Our devotional thought this week is linked to a necessity we
must focus on as believers – prayer! I attended Liberty
University’s main campus in Lynchburg, VA for my
undergraduate psychology degree. One of the best parts of
attending the campus was listening to Dr. Jerry Falwell Sr.
during the church and convocation services. Perhaps two of his
greatest quotes that he repeated through my four years at LU
were regarding prayer. He would remind us the following:
“Nothing of eternal significance is accomplished apart
from prayer”
“All failures are prayer failures.”
It was evident that Dr. Falwell modeled this prayer life in the
tasks he undertook. From observing this in him, I am still
encouraged and challenged today, to pray about all things. Our
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 3/22
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God desires to hear from us. What an amazing reality to know
that the curtain was indeed ripped in two and thus, all of us, as
God’s children, have access to Our Father! Let’s continue to
talk to Him at all the time and regarding all things.
Due this week:

Discussion Board Forum 3
Career Exploration Paper
Quiz 7
Finish strong!
Blessings,

Joy

Joy Maweu Mwendwa, PhD, NCC, ACS
Associate Professor
Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies
School of Behavioral Sciences

Happy Thanksgiving
Posted on: Thursday, November 28, 2019 12:46:20 AM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Happy Thanksgiving to all of you!!
I am grateful for all of you. Thank you again for your hard work both in this class and
beyond that, just saying YES to this preparation stage!!
The other day, our five-year-old son was praying for our dinner. He mentioned the
expected, "thank you Jesus for our food", and then he added a few new things to his
prayer ..."thank you Jesus for our spoons and our cups". We said our amen-s at the end
and I smiled as I was reminded that indeed, it is important to thank God for everything big and small.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18
I was encouraged and challenged again to pray about
all things. Our God desires to hear from us. What an
amazing reality to know that the curtain was indeed
ripped in two and thus, all of us, as God’s children,
have access to Our Father! Let’s continue to talk to
Him at all the time and regarding all things.

https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 4/22
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Blessings to all of you!
Joy Mwendwa

Week 6 Letter
Posted on: Monday, November 25, 2019 11:32:27 PM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Happy Thanksgiving Week!
You have two more weeks of class!! While the end is in sight, I can also
imagine that it is getting even more strenuous with the remaining
workload. Please keep working faithfully and diligently as you have to
this point. In the event of an emergency or a major 'life-happening',
please keep me posted as to where you are. I desire to help, so keep me
informed. You have each come so far and I have faith that you can
complete this class successfully. The One who calls YOU is faithful and
He will do it …1 Thes 5:24
Due this week:
Group Discussion Board Forum (now available)
Quiz 6
Devotional:
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
These verses continue to find new beginning with the different
experiences I encounter in life. When we think of who God is – His
power and majesty, and then think about this Mighty God and His
boundless love for us, the lenses we view the circumstances we face
must be altered by God’s love! No wonder the devil tries everything to
convince us that we are not loved. This lie has to be fought with faith
and trust in God through His word. Yes, we are loved and yes, nothing
can separate us from His love. My prayer for you this week is that like
Jonathan Edwards, we will “examine carefully and constantly, what that
one thing in me is, which causes me in the least to doubt of the love of
God; and so direct all my forces against it.” YOU and I are loved with
an everlasting love. May we believe in God and His love for us this
week!
Brandon and I pray for you all, so feel free to contact us if you have
specific requests or needs. May God bless your studies!
Blessings,

Joy

Joy Maweu Mwendwa, PhD, NCC, ACS
Associate Professor
Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies
School of Behavioral Sciences
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LU Send Opportunities 2020 - Behavioral Sciences
Posted on: Thursday, November 21, 2019 11:02:36 AM EST

Posted by: Karsten Andersen
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Opportunity to take COUC 611 or COSC 611 and visit South Korea!!!
An exciting and unique educational opportunity is happening from March
7th to March 17th of 2020. Students in both the clinical and school
counseling programs will be able to take COUC 611 or COSC 611 in
conjunction with a trip that will include 10 days in Seoul South
Korea. While in South Korea the group will have a minimum of three
experiences with children/ adolescents including time in a Korean school,
interacting with students and teachers. There will also be two cultural
experiences and one service opportunity.
This trip is limited to 20 students. More information including cost and
speci cs of experiences will follow as plans are nalized. Trip costs are in
addition to course tuition.
If you are interested, you can contact LU Send through this link and begin
the application process:
https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=12233

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Kimball
pkimball@liberty.edu

Spring Break 2020 COLUMBIA
MARCH 11-21

Earn Practicum/Internship hours while learning about the refuge crisis in
Columbia. Help train refuge workers on trauma and trauma care while
learning rst-hand the signi cant of the neuroscience behind trauma and
trauma care.

Classes: COUC/CEFS 604, 698 AND/OR 699

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Brooks
JDBROOKS6@LIBERTY.EDU
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 6/22
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TO APPLY GO TO:
https://libertysa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=12226

Spring Break 2020 in Italy!

Join the Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies on a
study abroad trip to Italy in Spring 2020. Students may choose to take
either COUC/CEFS 504 or COUC 610 during the trip. During our time
together overseas, we will have the opportunity to visit the Vatican City,
explore cultural icons throughout Rome, visit a mental health museum,
learn how to make traditional Italian pasta in Florence, engage with
students at a local school, walk the ancient walls of the Medieval city of
Lucca, stay in a traditional Italian agriturismo in the hills of Tuscany, and
witness the architectural anomaly of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Come join
us in a cultural immersion experience that will help us all grow in our
identity as multicultural counselors!

To apply and be a part of a wonderful cultural experience, please visit:
https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&;Program_ID=12153

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Cailen Birtles
cmbirtles@liberty.edu

Dr. John Thomas
jcthomas2@liberty.edu

Summer 2020 in Alaska!

Come on an adventure to Alaska with the School Counseling and Clinical
Mental Health Departments from June 29, 2020 through July 8, 2020!
Under the leadership of Dr. Brandy Richeson and Dr. Jose Maldonado, we
will explore Alaska’s population, to include its Indigenous people.
The Career Development and Counseling (COUC/CEFS 522) course will be
utilized to focus on career challenges within the communities. The role
that a lack of vocational direction can play in impacting individuals and
families struggling with substance abuse, domestic violence, and family
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 7/22
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dissolution will be addressed. The methods for managing these issues
within both schools and community counseling centers, will also be
explored. Students will have opportunities to complete career
assessments and mental health screenings, as well as apply counseling
skills and/or psychoeducational group skills, via partnerships. Active
involvement with these activities will be coupled with the cultural
experiences and beauty of Alaska. Come along for the trip of a lifetime, as
you o er hope by sharing your counseling skills to impact lives!

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Richeson
bricheson@liberty.edu

Dr. Maldonado
jmmaldonado1@liberty.edu

To apply go to LU Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down
to Short Term trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips.

Summer 2020: India & Nepal: School of Behavioral Sciences
If you are feeling called to help minister to women caught in Human Sex
Tra cking then this is the summer course block for you! Spend a month
(May 24-June 21) in India and Nepal, ministering and earning credit for
Crisis Intervention (604), Substance Abuse: Diagnosis, Prevention, and
Treatment (691), and Practicum and Internship hours. This trip will equip
you to better understand the trauma survivors and ministry workers
experiences. You will also have to opportunity to engage with and enjoy
the cultures, food, and scenery of both countries. To apply go to LU
Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down to Short Term
trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips to nd
India/Nepal COUN Dr. Brooks. For questions email, Dr. Jeanne Brooks
Courses o ered: COUC/CEFS 604, COUC/CEFS 691, COUC/CEFS 698,
COUC/CEFS 699
Estimated cost: $4000-$5000

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Brooks
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 8/22
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JDBROOKS6@LIBERTY.EDU

Summer 2020 - Kenya

The Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies will be
partnering with local churches and schools in Machakos County, Kenya in
Summer 2020 and earn credit for COUC/CEFS 506 and COUC/CEFS 521.
During their time, LU students will visit a counseling center and local high
schools where they will observe, interview, and hold discussions on
culture with Kenyan counselors, students, and teachers. Service and
discussion opportunities with local community and church leaders will
also be part of the trip. Alongside this great academic and service
opportunity, students will be able to visit one of Kenya's beautiful
National Parks for a true African Safari experience.

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Joy Mwendwa
jmmaweu@liberty.edu

Dr. Melvin Pride
mpride2@liberty.edu

To apply go to LU Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down
to Short Term trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips

Fall 2020 – Kosovo
The Liberty University Department of Counselor Education and Family
Studies would like to announce an exciting LU Send opportunity in Kosovo
for current counseling students in the Professional Counseling, Clinical
Mental Health Counseling, Marriage and Family Counseling, and School
Counseling programs. This trip will meet the course requirements for
both Multicultural Counseling (COUC/CEFS 504) and Integration of
Spirituality and Counseling (COUC/CEFS 506). Eligibility includes meeting
all prerequisites for both courses. The cost is $3,400 (in addition to
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announce… 9/22
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tuition). Travel is planned for 10 days during September 2020, with exact
dates to be announced soon.
The nation of Kosovo is a place where East meets West, and where
cultures collide. In the 1990s, historical tensions erupted into an open
con ict that led to sectarian and religious warfare, ultimately resulting in
the genocide of ethnic (largely Muslim) Albanians. In addition to attending
events that educate on the historical trauma experienced by the Kosovar
people, students will learn about current e orts toward community
development and rebuilding, and will provide support to a national
leadership conference organized by local Christian
missionaries. Excursions will include hiking in the Balkan Mountains and
visiting the local markets and restaurants of Peja, Kosovo.
For more information, contact
Dr. Kristy Ford
Kford27@liberty.edu
Dr. Je rey Boatner
jdboatner@liberty.edu

Week 5 Mid-note
Posted on: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 5:04:17 PM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Hello!
I was teaching an intensive, COUN 512 - Group Counseling, earlier this
semester. When I teach these classes, I am reminded of the power of
God and the power of group process! During class, I was reminded that
the many theories we get to apply in the counseling eld will yield positive
outcomes - in this case, group skills were practiced and several students
saw and/or were part of the healing process. All of this was the power of
group which I also attribute to the power of God! What a privilege to see
the integration of faith and healing! I am delighted that we continue to
learn how to integrate our faith to our profession!
We are blessed to serve you. I wish you a blessed Wednesday!
Joy Mwendwa

Week 5
Posted on: Monday, November 18, 2019 1:26:22 PM EST

Posted by: Brandon
Waggoner
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Greetings fellow students!
Week 5 is here and with that comes the realization that we are nearly
done. You all have been working hard and I am thankful to be a small part
of your journey to become counselors. I hope you enjoyed the Who Am I
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announc… 10/22
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paper. I will get those graded in the next day or two and look forward to
hearing some of your journey.
As we look to nish up this course and you continue in your education,
may I give a quick encouragement for self-care. The need to self-evaluate
and seek support is critical in our eld. Make sure you are taking time for
enjoyment and deepening relationships. God did not design us to live our
lives in isolation so reach out to others. Reach out to myself or Dr.
Mwendwa as well and let us know how we can pray for each of you more
speci cally.
This weeks assignments are:
- The Career Scavenger Hunt
- Quiz 5
Use the scavenger hunt to really learn about the resources you have
available to you within career counseling. They are great tools to keep
and use with your clients.
Know you are prayed for and reach out with any speci c questions.
Brandon Waggoner, LPC
AMT Instructor / Adjunct Faculty
School of Aeronautics
(434) 592-6607

Liberty University | Training Champions for Christ since 1971

Week 4 Mid-note -- Are we approachable?
Posted on: Friday, November 15, 2019 8:36:43 AM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear COUC 522 Team!
In the spring semester, I had the privilege of listening to a doctoral
dissertation defense by one of stellar PhD students who lives in the
Middle East. Her research involved interviewing refugees - Muslim men.
Her results were powerful but one of the most striking elements of
hearing about how she conducted her research was how approachable
she was in the entire process of engaging her participants! This level of
humility, openness, and non-judgment is what allowed these men to
share their su ering of being victims of war. I was reminded that as
counseling graduate students, we are earning a degree that holds some
power and privilege. I pray that we are reminded to remain even more
approachable with this gift God has blessed us with (education and
experience); that our clients can know that they will nd safety in our
presence. This is exactly who Christ was while here and remains to all of
us! Being God, He remained/remains approachable! I pray that this can
be said of us as well!
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announc…
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Again, Brandon and I pray for you!
Joy Mwendwa

Week 4 Letter
Posted on: Monday, November 11, 2019 11:42:56 PM EST

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Happy 4th Week to you!! Happy Veterans Day! Thank you to those
who are part of the military, active or not, both to you individually and
to your families as well - thank you for making sacrifices and for your
service! May God bless you and your loved one!
Please note that your most recent DBs have been graded by Mr.
Waggoner. Pay attention to your comments. Thank you for your hard
work!
This week you will take the results from the career instruments and
write the “Who am I” paper. Take a look at the rubric and instructions
for this assignment. As you put this together, reflect on God’s work in
your life. It could be an amazing time of worship and self-reflection.
Isn’t it interesting to think about all the things God has put into your
life to form you into the person you are today? Your genes, family,
culture, some but not all your experiences etc. were all things that
happened to you without your doing. None of us apply prior to our
births to determine where we are born or even who are parents or
siblings will be. You’ve taken those things and interacted with the world
to engage and develop into the person you are today. God’s sovereignty
and your will have collided and formed an amazing work
Due this week: (both by Sunday)
Who am I paper
Quiz 4
Brandon and I wish you a blessed week. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if we can answer any questions.
Blessings,

Joy

Joy Maweu Mwendwa, PhD, NCC, ACS
Associate Professor
Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies
School of Behavioral Sciences

https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announc… 12/22
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Week 3
Posted on: Monday, November 4, 2019 11:59:24 AM EST

Posted by: Brandon
Waggoner
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Class,
How great it is to be with you all and co-teaching with Dr. Mwendwa! If
you get a chance, you can check out my bio in the faculty information tab.
I have a pretty diverse background as I am still teaching in aviation, but I
love to teach and learn with you all. I'll try not to dive into turbine engine
theory with you all. It is exciting to learn with you as we go through this
course. Career is something that impacts us all as well as provides
perhaps the greatest opportunity for advocacy with our clients.
This weeks assignments include:
- Discussion Board Forum 2
- Career Inventory
- Quiz 3
The career inventory is used to help you write your Who Am I selfre ection paper. Knowing ourselves is critical within our eld and these
assignments can give us great insight. This self-re ection has been
growing for myself during my PhD work. I am constantly humbled by how
much I don't know. Learning is a lifelong discipline. There is a verse that I
have hanging in my counseling o ce that reminds me of the need to
remain humble and learn: Job 38:2 "Who is this that darkens counsel with
words without knowledge?" May we all seek to remain diligent to learn
about ourselves and those God brings to us.
Please reach out if I can help you in any way or pray for each of you more
speci cally. I look forward to the next few weeks!
Brandon Waggoner, LPC
AMT Instructor / Adjunct Faculty
School of Aeronautics
(434) 592-6607

Liberty University | Training Champions for Christ since 1971

LU Send Trips Spring 2020 - Behavioral Sciences
Posted on: Friday, November 1, 2019 11:08:09 AM EDT

Posted by: Karsten Andersen
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announc… 13/22
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Opportunity to take COUC 611 or COSC 611 and visit South Korea!!!
An exciting and unique educational opportunity is happening from March
7th to March 17th of 2020. Students in both the clinical and school
counseling programs will be able to take COUC 611 or COSC 611 in
conjunction with a trip that will include 10 days in Seoul South
Korea. While in South Korea the group will have a minimum of three
experiences with children/ adolescents including time in a Korean school,
interacting with students and teachers. There will also be two cultural
experiences and one service opportunity.
This trip is limited to 20 students. More information including cost and
speci cs of experiences will follow as plans are nalized. Trip costs are in
addition to course tuition.
If you are interested, you can contact LU Send through this link and begin
the application process:
https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=12233

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Kimball
pkimball@liberty.edu

Spring Break 2020 COLUMBIA
MARCH 11-21

Earn Practicum/Internship hours while learning about the refuge crisis in
Columbia. Help train refuge workers on trauma and trauma care while
learning rst-hand the signi cant of the neuroscience behind trauma and
trauma care.

Classes: COUC/CEFS 604, 698 AND/OR 699

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Brooks
JDBROOKS6@LIBERTY.EDU

TO APPLY GO TO:
https://libertysa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=12226
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/announcement?method=search&context=course&course_id=_548383_1&handle=cp_announc… 14/22
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Spring Break 2020 in Italy!

Join the Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies on a
study abroad trip to Italy in Spring 2020. Students may choose to take
either COUC/CEFS 504 or COUC 610 during the trip. During our time
together overseas, we will have the opportunity to visit the Vatican City,
explore cultural icons throughout Rome, visit a mental health museum,
learn how to make traditional Italian pasta in Florence, engage with
students at a local school, walk the ancient walls of the Medieval city of
Lucca, stay in a traditional Italian agriturismo in the hills of Tuscany, and
witness the architectural anomaly of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Come join
us in a cultural immersion experience that will help us all grow in our
identity as multicultural counselors!

To apply and be a part of a wonderful cultural experience, please visit:
https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/index.cfm?
FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&;Program_ID=12153

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Cailen Birtles
cmbirtles@liberty.edu

Dr. John Thomas
jcthomas2@liberty.edu

Summer 2020 in Alaska!

Come on an adventure to Alaska with the School Counseling and Clinical
Mental Health Departments from June 29, 2020 through July 8, 2020!
Under the leadership of Dr. Brandy Richeson and Dr. Jose Maldonado, we
will explore Alaska’s population, to include its Indigenous people.
The Career Development and Counseling (COUC/CEFS 522) course will be
utilized to focus on career challenges within the communities. The role
that a lack of vocational direction can play in impacting individuals and
families struggling with substance abuse, domestic violence, and family
dissolution will be addressed. The methods for managing these issues
within both schools and community counseling centers, will also be
explored. Students will have opportunities to complete career
assessments and mental health screenings, as well as apply counseling
skills and/or psychoeducational group skills, via partnerships. Active
involvement with these activities will be coupled with the cultural
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experiences and beauty of Alaska. Come along for the trip of a lifetime, as
you o er hope by sharing your counseling skills to impact lives!

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Richeson
bricheson@liberty.edu

Dr. Maldonado
jmmaldonado1@liberty.edu

To apply go to LU Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down
to Short Term trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips.

Summer 2020: India & Nepal: School of Behavioral Sciences
If you are feeling called to help minister to women caught in Human Sex
Tra cking then this is the summer course block for you! Spend a month
(May 24-June 21) in India and Nepal, ministering and earning credit for
Crisis Intervention (604), Substance Abuse: Diagnosis, Prevention, and
Treatment (691), and Practicum and Internship hours. This trip will equip
you to better understand the trauma survivors and ministry workers
experiences. You will also have to opportunity to engage with and enjoy
the cultures, food, and scenery of both countries. To apply go to LU
Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down to Short Term
trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips to nd
India/Nepal COUN Dr. Brooks. For questions email, Dr. Jeanne Brooks
Courses o ered: COUC/CEFS 604, COUC/CEFS 691, COUC/CEFS 698,
COUC/CEFS 699
Estimated cost: $4000-$5000

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Brooks
JDBROOKS6@LIBERTY.EDU

Summer 2020 - Kenya
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The Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies will be
partnering with local churches and schools in Machakos County, Kenya in
Summer 2020 and earn credit for COUC/CEFS 506 and COUC/CEFS 521.
During their time, LU students will visit a counseling center and local high
schools where they will observe, interview, and hold discussions on
culture with Kenyan counselors, students, and teachers. Service and
discussion opportunities with local community and church leaders will
also be part of the trip. Alongside this great academic and service
opportunity, students will be able to visit one of Kenya's beautiful
National Parks for a true African Safari experience.

Faculty Contact:
Dr. Joy Mwendwa
jmmaweu@liberty.edu

Dr. Melvin Pride
mpride2@liberty.edu

To apply go to LU Send https://liberty-sa.terradotta.com/ and scroll down
to Short Term trips and search under School of Behavioral Sciences trips

Fall 2020 – Kosovo
The Liberty University Department of Counselor Education and Family
Studies would like to announce an exciting LU Send opportunity in Kosovo
for current counseling students in the Professional Counseling, Clinical
Mental Health Counseling, Marriage and Family Counseling, and School
Counseling programs. This trip will meet the course requirements for
both Multicultural Counseling (COUC/CEFS 504) and Integration of
Spirituality and Counseling (COUC/CEFS 506). Eligibility includes meeting
all prerequisites for both courses. The cost is $3,400 (in addition to
tuition). Travel is planned for 10 days during September 2020, with exact
dates to be announced soon.
The nation of Kosovo is a place where East meets West, and where
cultures collide. In the 1990s, historical tensions erupted into an open
con ict that led to sectarian and religious warfare, ultimately resulting in
the genocide of ethnic (largely Muslim) Albanians. In addition to attending
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events that educate on the historical trauma experienced by the Kosovar
people, students will learn about current e orts toward community
development and rebuilding, and will provide support to a national
leadership conference organized by local Christian
missionaries. Excursions will include hiking in the Balkan Mountains and
visiting the local markets and restaurants of Peja, Kosovo.
For more information, contact
Dr. Kristy Ford
Kford27@liberty.edu
Dr. Je rey Boatner
jdboatner@liberty.edu

Week 2 Mid-note
Posted on: Thursday, October 31, 2019 10:46:20 PM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Happy Thursday!
Please receive my mid-week greetings! Thank you all for your ongoing
hard work!
May the LORD continue to encourage you on this journey to being
professional counselors. I am reminded that the “blessings and calling
of God in our lives are irrevocable” Romans 11:29. Thank you to you
and your families/loved ones for committing to this time of preparation
and growth!
Joy Mwendwa

Welcome Co-Instructor Mr. Brandon Waggoner
Posted on: Monday, October 28, 2019 2:38:30 PM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Happy Monday to all of you!
Thank you for working hard to complete your week 1 assignments by
midnight tonight.
Also, allow me to introduce you to Mr. Brandon Waggoner who is a coinstructor in our class. He is pursuing his Ph.D. in Counselor Education and
Supervision and I’m privileged to co-teach another class with him. Mr.
Waggoner brings a wealth of expertise to our class both with his ministry,
clinical, and academic experience. Please note that he will correspondence
with you via blackboard announcements and email throughout the sub-term.
Also, he will be giving feedback on some of your work so please pay attention
to his comments. Brandon and I will remain in close supervision throughout
the semester. We are blessed to have him!
Please welcome Mr. Waggoner to our class!
Blessings,
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Joy Mwendwa

Week 2 Letter
Posted on: Monday, October 28, 2019 2:18:22 PM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear COUC Students,
Great start and congratulations on finishing your first week of class!
From your introduction posts, I am excited to see how the dynamics of this course will
be influenced by where you have been in the past and where you currently are in life.
In looking at the class introductions entries, it is a delight to be reminded that God
always uses the experiences that He allows in each of our lives. I am curious to
see how these rich personal experiences will show up in this class! It is my prayer that
we will allow God’s power to move in our lives both as we interact with the class
material and with our fellow classmates.
Verse and prayer for the week: The older I get personally and professionally, I have
often found myself asking, since we don’t choose who we are born to or our birth
places, the time period etc, what else does God have in mind in orchestrating that I BE
alive at this time, this generation, this profession, in this [my] community, with these
clients? When I contemplate this, I am reminded of the prayer, which is my prayer for
us this week, to be like the sons of Issachar…
“…Of the sons of Issachar, men [or women/all counselors] who understood the
times, with knowledge of what Israel should do”. 1 Chronicles 12:32a
Due this week:
Discussion Board Forum 1
Spiritual Discernment in Counseling Paper
Quiz 2
I wish you a blessed week and please do not hesitate to contact me if I may answer any
questions.
Blessings,

Joy

Joy Maweu Mwendwa, PhD, NCC, ACS
Assistant Professor
Department of Counselor Education and Family Studies
School of Behavioral Sciences

Please complete CRC if you have not
Posted on: Thursday, October 24, 2019 1:26:58 AM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear Class!
Happy Thursday! Thank you for diving right in and working on this week's
assignments. This is a reminder to those who have NOT posted anything
to do so as soon as possible. I need to see your active participation in
class so I can document that you are 'present' in the class. If NOT, you
run the risk of being dropped from the class. If you have posted
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something (at least your CRC), then you are ne. You don't need to email
to to have me check on this since I see your interaction Blackboard.
Keep up the good work!
Welcome again to our class and enjoy the rest of the week!
Joy Mwendwa

Week 1 Letter
Posted on: Monday, October 21, 2019 11:14:21 AM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear COUC Students,

Welcome to the COUC 522– Career Development and Counseling –
Fall D sub-term. I will be your course instructor for the next eight
weeks. I am looking forward to getting to know you!
This semester officially starts today, Monday, October 21st 2019 and
will run through Friday, December 13th 2019. Each module in this
eight-week course will run from Monday to Sunday. Please take time to
review the contents of this class on Blackboard. Familiarize yourself
with the details in the course schedule and your course syllabus. These
are two very important documents for which you will find answers to
many of your questions. Please attend closely to assignments and due
dates.
The following items are due this week:
1. Course

Requirements Checklist - This checklist must be
completed no later than 11:59 pm on Wednesday. It is
imperative that you complete this item since this is your
attendance is documented.
2. Class Introductions due 11:59 pm Sunday
3. Quiz 1 – due 11:59 pm Sunday
Please review ALL the assignments that are due this semester so you
can start preparing for the larger projects in the class. It helps to being
to think and plan what you will be doing as we continue.
I can be reached best via email (jmmaweu@liberty.edu). Please use
your LU email address to ensure that your email comes directly to
my inbox. You can email me from Blackboard and the course number
details will automatically be included in your email otherwise, include
the course number in the subject line to help me quickly distinguish
your emails (COUC 522).
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
(Colossians 2:6-7)
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I wish you a great class and please do not hesitate to contact me if I may
answer any questions.
Blessings,
Joy
Joy Maweu Mwendwa, PhD, NCC, ACS

Welcome Video
Posted on: Thursday, October 17, 2019 11:36:51 AM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Dear Students,
Please take a moment to watch this introductory video.

COUN 522 Welcome Video (02:20)

Thank you and welcome to COUC 522!!
Joy Mwendwa

Welcome to COUC 522!!
Posted on: Thursday, October 17, 2019 11:32:24 AM EDT

Posted by: Joy Mwendwa
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Welcome to COUC 522!!
I pray you walk into this new semester refreshed and revitalized. I am excited to see
what God does in you this term. I have been reflecting on the true meaning of
submission to the Lord and how that may translate to daily living. I have found that if
I put aside my own agenda and expectations, while still respecting the priorities in my
life, my day is far less stressful and I have a greater peace of what God has
accomplished through me in that day. I love the fact that Jesus was so in tuned to our
Father that he did nothing apart from Him (John 5:30), therefore he wasted no energy
worrying or fretting over things that had no eternal significance.
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God has placed you on this path of higher education for a purpose much greater than
you can imagine (Jeremiah 29:11). He has called you and has equipped you and to
those He has given He expects much (Luke 12:48), so I pray you do not go into this
term taking lightly what God has entrusted you with, intellect and dedication. But
also do not allow your own agenda to bog you down, by being overly focused on the
end, but instead digest what God has for you while embracing the journey. Do not just
see this class as a means to an end, but an opportunity for you to grow in endurance
and character (James 1:2-3).
I am praying for you. May God bless you and your family.
Dr. Joy Mwendwa

Advance course access
Item is not available.

Posted by: Blackboard
Administrator
Posted to: 201940 Fall 2019
COUC 522-D55 LUO

Posted on: Friday, October 11, 2019 12:00:00 AM EDT

Welcome to the preview portion of your course. This early access to your
class materials allows you to familiarize yourself with the course and
begin preparing for upcoming assignments. While this is an excellent time
to begin planning for the weeks ahead, please understand that the full
course materials will not be available until the o cial start date. Be aware
that any assignments you may begin working on will not be accepted for
course credit until the class is o cially open. Please do not submit any
assignments before the rst day of the course, in compliance with federal
nancial aid guidelines. Assignment submissions prior to the start date of
the course may be lost. Students will be responsible for resubmitting any
assignment submitted prior to the start date of the course.
In the meantime, please take the time to visit our unique forum, Online
Communities. This site includes both live and recorded events, live chat
sessions, and blogs to help you engage with other students and
strengthen your educational experience. We look forward to connecting
with you and encouraging you as your course begins.
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